
 
Luke 2:6-7 [T]he time came for the baby to be born, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  

Mary experienced so many things preparing 
for the Holy Birth. The intense pains of  labor.  
The joys.  The fears.  The anticipation. Like 
generations of  women before and since, she 
gasped in pain and pushed with all her might. 
Joseph watched as Jesus crowned and then 
slipped into his waiting hands. He placed the 
baby in his mother’s arms, and Mary cradled 
Jesus to her breast. Her little Messiah began to 
nurse, and the love she felt for him can hardly 
be imagined. 

Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no 
compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may 
forget, I will not forget you! (Isaiah 49:15), said 
God.  

It would have been easier for Mary not to 
love her nursing baby than for God not to love 
us. The amazing thing about the Savior’s birth 
is not that Mary loved Jesus, but that God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life (John 3:16).   

Some theologians speak of  Mary as the 
Mother of  God. This sounds wrong at first, but 
is actually correct. They are not saying Mary 
existed before God, or that God has his source 
in Mary. They are only saying that the one to 
whom Mary gave birth was truly divine. Since 
Mary gave birth to Christ, who is truly divine, 
she is called the mother of  God in that sense. 
This one who came into the world through 
Mary’s birth canal was God in human flesh—
born to save us from our sins. 

Luke 2:7b She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.  

A manger is a feeding trough for animals, 
and this is the only place where the Bible 
suggests that Jesus was born in a stable. If  so, 
the animals did what animals do, and the stable 
smelled badly. But Jesus came into the stench 
of  a stable because he loves us, and the stench 
of  our lives will not drive him away. The one 
who came from heaven to earth will never 
leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). 

This Christmas, as you take time to worship 
our Savior, also take a moment to consider 
those across the globe who have discovered the 
wonders of  His love during the past year.  The 
Good News of  Jesus Christ continues to 
transform the lives of  those who encounter 
Him, whether through the printed Word, or via 
radio broadcasts, digital Bibles or the simple 
sharing of  His story from person to person.   

I pray you will experience the joy of  sharing 
Jesus with a friend, a family member or even 
someone in another land, and helping them 
encounter the wonders of  His love. 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!               
(2 Corinthians 9:15). 
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